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Kingdom Animalia – Animal, animaux, animals

Subkingdom Bilateria
Infrakingdom Protostomia

Superphylum Ecdysozoa
Phylum Arthropoda – Artrópode, arthropodes, arthropods

Subphylum Hexapoda – hexapods
Class Insecta – insects, hexapoda, inseto, insectes

Subclass Pterygota – insects ailés, winged insects
Infraclass Neoptera – modern, wing-folding insects

Superorder Holometabola

Order Lepidoptera – butterflies, moths, papillons, papillons de nuit, Borboleta, Mariposa

SuperfamilyNoctuoidea Latreille, 1809

Family Noctuidae Latreille, 1809 – cutworms, dagger moths, noctuid moths, owlet moths, underwings, 
noctuelles, noctuidés, phalènes, vers gris

Around 12,000 species worldwide, several are signif icant crop pests

axonomic Hierarchy
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• The eggs are greenish to pinkish brown in 
color and bear 45 to 58 small ridges. 

• In shape, the egg is a slightly flattened sphere, 
measuring 0.46 to 0.52 mm in diameter and 
0.38 to 0.40 mm in height.

• Females typically deposit clusters of 200 to 
500 eggs, usually on the underside of leaves.
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• This is a very general feeder, reportedly damaging many crops. 
• Among vegetable crops injured are asparagus, bean, beet, cabbage, cantaloupe, 

carrot, corn, cucumber, lettuce, onion, pea, potato, rhubarb, rutabaga, salsify, 
sweet potato, tomato, turnip, and watermelon. 

• Other crops damaged include alfalfa, blackberry, cotton, clover, grape, lentil, 
peach, rape, raspberry, sorghum, soybean, sugarbeet, sweetclover, sunflower, 
tobacco, wheat, and several flower crops. 

• Some of the weed species known to be suitable hosts are castorbean,Ricinus 
communis; dock,Rumexsp.; gumweed,Grindeliasp.; horse nettle,Solanum 
carolinense; horseweed,Erigeron canadensis; jimsonweed,Daturasp.; 
lambsquarters,Chenopodium album; morningglory,Ipomoeasp.; 
plantain,Plantago lanceolata; prickly lettuce,Lactuca scariola; and redroot 
pigweed,Amaranthus retroflexus. 

• In many cases, yellowstriped armyworm develops first generation on weed 
or rangeland plants, with subsequent generations affecting crops.
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Relative amounts of food eaten by a fall armyworm 
caterpillar during each growth stage. In summer, a 
caterpillar feeds for about 14 days, but most of the food 
is consumed in the last four days
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