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 Impact Area: 
About 92,500 
Irrigated Acres. 

     
 Ice Harbor Pool and 

Above: 54,840 Acres 
(Purple).

 Upper McNary Pool
     Below Ice Harbor
     Dam to Walla Walla  
     River  Confluence:   
     37,600 Acres(Green).

 Mitigation: $750M

 Annual Costs to 
BPA and State 
<$50M.
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Columbia-Snake River Irrigators Association
Water Policy Reality—Irrigation Impacts
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Presidential Memorandum to Agencies, July 2025?

 Litigation Settlement MOU-Agreements Rescinded. 
Stay Remains.

 Back to 2020 BiOp-EIS Operations.

 No Further Hydro Review Period—5-10 Years.

Plaintiffs’ Response to the Presidential Memorandum?

 Preliminary Injunction—Hydro Impacts:
 All Project Spill and MOP Operations.

 Real Authority—Existing Federal Acts and Tribal 
Treaties (Stevens Treaties/Boldt Decisions) and  
Federal Trust Responsibilities.

 The Meek May Inherent the Earth—But the Columbia-
Snake River System Was Not Part of the Deal.  
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Columbia-Snake River Irrigators Association
Water Policy Reality—Water Supply Acres?
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Columbia Basin Project 

 About 650,000+ Acres.

 FOCUS ON: East Low Canal 
--About 80,000 Acres To Be 
Developed.

 
 East High Canal--A Distant 

Reality?



Columbia-Snake River Irrigators Association
Water Policy Reality—Water Demand/Supply Determination

6
 CSRIA November-December 2025 

21st Century Assessment 

 About 20,000-24,000 Acres?

 Delivery Canal from Tieton 
River—Beyond Repair.

 New Forecast for Water 
Demand/Supply—For Next 
30 Years.

 Costs Must Include More 
Private Sector Money.  

 Sell Surplus Water to 
Partially Pay for New 
System.



Columbia-Snake River Irrigators Association
Water Policy Reality—Water Supply Reliability
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21st Century Assessment 

 About 72,000 Acres.

 Delivery Canal from Roza 
Diversion Project.

 New Forecast for Water 
Supply—Next 30 Years.

 RID Is Including More 
Private Sector Money.  

 Kachess Dead Storage 
Access Project Is Good 
Decision by Management.

 RID Is Working With Others. 



Columbia-Snake River Irrigators Association
Water Policy Reality—WA State Administrative Management
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Management Issues with Ecology? 

 Water Right Changes and 
Transfers Should Be the Basis 
for Water Supply Resiliency.  

 Improved Working Relationship 
with Technical Staff—
Central/Eastern Regions.  
Working Well with Water 
Conservancy Boards.

 Office of Columbia River?  
Management-Policy Issues.  

 Need for Rule Making:  Municipal 
Code and Water Right 
Relinquishment Exemptions 
Interpretations. 
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Columbia-Snake River Irrigators Association
Water Policy Reality—Expect Change

 

Contact Information 

Darryll Olsen, Ph.D.
CSRIA, Board Representative
3030 W. Clearwater, Ste. 205-A
Kennewick, WA  99336

Office No.:  509-783-1623

E-Mail:  DOlsenEcon@AOL.com
             or CSRIA.org
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