February, 2009

To:

Senator Murray, Senator Cantwell, 
Representative Hastings, Representative McMorris-Rodgers

Re:  
Agriculture Research at USDA/ARS Prosser, WA 

The USDA-ARS, Prosser, WA research station plays a vital role in agriculture in Washington State and the Pacific Northwest.  With the unique challenges that growers in Washington and the Pacific Northwest face, the increased funding to enhance current programs and develop new programs at this location will continue to make them the most successful in the world.  

Agriculture is the engine that drives the economy of Washington. An ideal climate combined with hard-working growers and efficient processors and other allied industry have made this state’s agricultural economy the most successful in the world. Underpinning all this success and any future success of agriculture in Washington is to maintain a strong support for agricultural research.  The researchers at the USDA-ARS, Prosser, WA, have demonstrated their commitments to serve the critical needs of the customers and stakeholders to assist the industry: (i) to be competitive in the global market place; (ii) providing state of the art new production prescriptions to maximize the input use efficiencies; (iii) production packages for maintaining economical and environmental sustainability of the current and future production systems; (iv) to understand the role of biofuel feedstock production in irrigated specialty crops production systems.  However, to address these new challenges there is compelling need for new research for optimal production of biofuel feedstocks and examine the impact of introduction of these new crops on the current production systems and allocation of natural resources.  

The focus of this $1.8 million request is to ensure adequate funding for the USDA-ARS research site at Prosser, WA, to facilitate continuation of critical research support to all stakeholders.  This request comprises two critical components:

I. Enhancement to mitigate the funding shortfall for the current research programs (no new positions):  The following enhancements for the current four research projects at the USDA-ARS, Prosser, WA base funding is critical to maintain continued high-quality research services to our stakeholders, and address the emerging problems successfully to support a profitable, sustainable, and competitive agricultural industry which in turn benefits to all citizens.

1. Potato – Variety Improvement for disease resistance and Enhanced Nutritional and Phytochemical Values.
2. Forages/Alfalfa/Edible legumes – Stress Tolerance and Virus Disease Management.
3. Edible Legumes – Germplasm Improvement and Disease Management.
4. Sustainable Irrigated Cropping Systems – Specialty Crops and Biofuels. 

II. Enhancement to mitigate the critical gap in research expertise to address the emerging needs of stakeholders in the following areas (Two New Positions):  

1. Sustainable Irrigated Cropping Systems / Water Use Efficiency and Water Quality. 
2. Integrated Natural Resources Management for Irrigated Cropping Systems (Role of Biofuel Feedstocks Production in Specialty Cropping Systems).
We support this request for new funding for the USDA-ARS, Prosser, WA station.

Sincerely, 
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